
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

Tuesday August 3, 2021 – 5:00 PM  

In-Person at Richmond Town Hall, 1529 State Road 

 

PRESENT: Peter Cohen; Andy Fisher, Chair; Tony Segal; Louise Maron; Fred Schubert; Emilie 

Jarrett, RN, Comm. Health Assn.; Valerie Bird, Berkshire Alliance; Claudia Ryan 

Andy called the meeting to order at 5:00 PM. 

Approval of Minutes of the July 6, 2021 Meeting: Tony moved to approve the Minutes of July 

6, 2021. Peter seconded the motion, which passed by unanimous vote. 

ACTION ITEMS:  

Updated Mask Wearing Guidelines: Emilie  reported that the CDC has recommended that 

people in high virus transmission areas wear masks indoors. Massachusetts, at 64% fully 

vaccinated is number two in the nation. The Mass. Dept. of Public Health recommendation is 

that people who are fully vaccinated wear masks when indoors other than at home and that 

those with weakened or compromised immune systems, and/or at risk with underlying 

conditions or who are living with someone at risk or unvaccinated continue to wear masks in all 

indoor situations and wherever they cannot socially distance. Masks are mandated for 

everyone on public and private transportation. 

Andy asked that those new guidelines be posted in the Town’s weekly newsletter. Emily will 

send that information to Andy who will forward it to Phyllis LeBeau for inclusion in the 

newsletter. The issue was raised of what the Library will require, and it was determined that 

they are and will continue to follow Mass. guidelines. 

House on Cone Hill Road recently purchased. A neighbor has reported to the BOH that 

conditions inside the building constitute a health hazard. Val will speak to John Bolling, the son 

of the deceased owner about those concerns. Val was advised that the Bollings sold the house 

three weeks ago and that it looked like a clean-up was underway. Val will look into the matter 

to determine exactly what the situation is and then decide if any further action by the Board is 

warranted.  

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hilltop Orchard – Both septic systems plans have been approved and work on the septic field 

should be completed by Thursday. As there is an issue with the elevation , they will have to 

redesign for a pump chamber to be installed. The next project is the work on the septic system 

for the house and by the time that is completed they will have the new design for the pump 

chamber and be able to bring all work to completion within a month. About housing for 



workers, it was noted that the old trailer that used to house workers is no longer evident on the 

property.  

Berkshire Alliance Report: (please see attached for details) 135 View Street – failure. 153 State 

Road – Perc test scheduled for later this month. 

Mill Pond School on Cemetery Road. As there is no food being prepared on site, no food permit 

is required. 

East Road – new house being built. 

291 Osceola Road – Perc test for new system due to addition of a bedroom. 

Nancy McConnell was advised by someone that she needs a Title V inspection because her 

house is very old. Val will investigate who and why she was thus advised. Age alone does not 

require a Title V inspection. 

Community Health Report: Emilie noted that the tick situation this year is extremely bad. There 

were three cases of Lyme disease in Richmond in July; one case of anaplasmosis and a case of 

yersiniosis, a bacterium found in raw pork or pork products. The exact vector for the disease 

could not be determined. 

Richmond COVID Vaccine Clinic: A vaccination clinic was held at Bartlett’s Orchard on Thursday. 

Nine people arrived, two from New York State. Plans are in place to hold another clinic on 

August 19th to provide the required second dose for those 9 people. 

Emilie had no official information on booster shots, but anticipates that if/when they are 

available, they will be dispensed in large clinics as the original shots were, but there will be no 

required observation period. 

Emilie noted that testing for COVID virus infection is available at local pharmacies such as CVS 

and Walgreen’s and the Berkshire Health System, which has that very well covered.  

Emilie announced the new Flu Clinic Schedule for the Fall – that information is available in the 

Town Hall newsletter.  

Unanticipated Topics: The question was raised as to whether the Board would prefer to meet 

in person or continue to meet via Zoom. The consensus was that it would be preferable to meet 

in the upstairs meeting space in person. 

Next Meeting: The next meeting of the Board of Health will be held on Wednesday, September 

1st at 5:00 PM. 

There being no further business before the Board a motion to adjourn was made, seconded and 

passed by unanimous consent. 

The meeting was adjourned at 5:40 PM 


